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Social Studies Grade Six   
HOBOKEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 
Course Description 
 
Social Studies is “the subject that provides the ‘integrated study of social sciences and humanities to 
promote civic competence.’” Moreover, in order for individuals to “make sense of the world, students 
need to analyze people, places, events, and issues from multiple perspectives, across times, finding 
relationships with, and implications for their own everyday experiences.”1  It is, therefore, the purpose of 
the social studies department, to provide students opportunities for meaningful development and 
application of skills and dispositions to be used within and between academic disciplines. As such, 
students will acquire and hone skills needed for participation in democratic society, for developing 
interpersonal relationships, and providing the capability to succeed in their personal and professional 
endeavors upon the completion of their education within the Hoboken Public Schools. 

 
Course Resources 
 

1. Social Studies Text Book/Workbook 
2. Atlas of World History  
3. Map/Atlas Activities  
4. Teacher Created Night Writes  

 
Pacing Guide 
 

Ancient Egypt and the Near East  8-10 Weeks   
Ancient China & Ancient India  8-10 Weeks  

The Classical Civilizations of the 
Mediterranean World:  Ancient Greece and 

Ancient Rome  

8-10 Weeks  

Expanding Encounters and Exchanges:  West 
African Kingdoms & The Middle Ages  

8-10 Weeks 

 
 
Unit 1 – Ancient Egypt and the Near East    
Unit 1 8-10 Weeks    
 
In this unit, all students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value 
diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that 
are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  Students will learn how Ancient people adapted to 
their physical environments using resources, the natural world, and technological advancements. 
Ancient river valley civilizations (i.e., Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush) developed due to favorable 

																																																								
 
	



geographic conditions. They created centralized systems of government and advanced societies. 
The students will discover that the actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have 
intended and unintended consequences. 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or 
determine the development of cultures, societies, and nations? 

Ø How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and 
change? 

Ø How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for 
understanding and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will discover how ancient people adapted to their physical environments using resources, the 
natural world, and technological advancements. 

Ø Students will explore how the agricultural revolution led to an increase in population, specialization of 
labor, new forms of social organization, and the beginning of societies. 

Ø Students will understand how the Ancient river valley civilizations (e.g. Mesopotamia, Egypt, Kush, etc.) 
developed due to favorable geographic conditions. 

Ø Students will be able to recognize that the actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have 
intended and unintended consequences. 
	
Technology Infusion	
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning 

plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications 
to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to 
solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a 
summary of the results 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the 
process, and explain the report results. 

 
Standards Addressed:  WHST.6-8.10 RH.6-8.2 RH.6-8.4-5 6.2.8.B 6.2.8.C 
 
	
Differentiation 
Approaching: Modify level of questioning, extended wait time, visual cues and manipulatives, oral 
responses, collaborative role play, shortened guided assignments, repetition and recall, collaborate with 
higher level learners 
 
Above: Increase complexity of questioning, detailed written journal entries, compare and contrast key 
ideas and concepts, lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions, create authentic 
projects, collaborative role play, compose an alternative ending 
 
 



 
Assessments 

 
Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Discussions 
Ø Projects  
Ø Literary Task Analysis Prompts  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 

 
Unit 2 – Ancient India & Ancient China     
Unit 2 8-10 Weeks    
 
In this unit all students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value 
diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges 
that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. Students will understand how classical 
civilizations (i.e., India and China) developed and expanded into empires of unprecedented size and 
diversity by creating centralized governments and promoting commerce, a common culture, and 
social values. Furthermore they will discover how cultural exchange and diffusion dramatically 
increased, and enduring world religions emerged, during the era of classical civilization.  Finally, 
students will learn that classical civilizations declined as a result of internal weaknesses and 
external invasions, but they left lasting legacies for future civilizations. 

 
Essential Questions 

Ø How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for 
understanding and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 

Ø How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or 
determine the development of cultures, societies, and nations? 

Ø How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and 
continuity and change? 
 

Essential Learning Outcomes 
Ø Students will discover how Ancient river valley civilizations (e.g., Indus River [modern Pakistan and 

northwestern India], and later, Yellow River Valley in China) developed due to favorable geographic 
conditions. 

Ø Students will explore how Classical civilizations (i.e., India and China) developed and expanded 
into empires of unprecedented size and diversity by creating centralized governments and 
promoting commerce, a common culture, and social values. 

Ø Students will understand how cultural exchange and diffusion dramatically increased, and 
enduring world religions emerged, during the era of classical civilizations. 

Ø Students will be able to recognize that the actions or inactions of individuals, groups, and nations can have 
intended and unintended consequences. 
 
 



Technology Infusion	
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be 
critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to solve a 
real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a summary of 
the results 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the process, 
and explain the report results. 

 
Standards Addressed:  WHST.6-8.10 RH.6-8.2 RH.6-8.4-5 6.2.8.B 6.2.8.C 
 
Differentiation 
Approaching: Modify level of questioning, extended wait time, visual cues and manipulatives, oral 
responses, collaborative role play, shortened guided assignments, repetition and recall, collaborate with 
higher level learners 
 
Above: Increase complexity of questioning, detailed written journal entries, compare and contrast key 
ideas and concepts, lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions, create authentic 
projects, collaborative role play, compose an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Discussions 
Ø Projects  
Ø Literary Task Analysis Prompts  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Unit 3 – The Classical Civilizations of the Mediterranean World:  Ancient Greece and 
Ancient Rome   
Unit 3 8-10 Weeks    
 
In this unit, all students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value 
diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges 
that are inherent in living in an interconnected world. Students will discover how classical 
civilizations (i.e., Greece and Rome) developed and expanded into empires of unprecedented size 
and diversity by creating centralized governments and promoting commerce, a common culture, and 
social values. They will also learn how cultural exchange and diffusion dramatically increased, and 
enduring world religions emerged, during the era of classical civilization. Finally students will learn 
how classical civilizations declined as a result of internal weaknesses and external invasions, but they 



left lasting legacies for future civilizations. 
Essential Questions 

Ø How do physical geography, human geography, and the human environment interact to influence or 
determine the development of cultures, societies, and nations? 

Ø How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity and 
change? 

Ø How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for 
understanding and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will understand how Ancient cultures derived many benefits from trade and cultural exchanges. 
Ø Students will discover the various contributions from Ancient Greece and Rome and how they still impact 

the lives of Americans today. 
Ø Students will be able to recognize the importance of arts, literature, politics, philosophy and sciences in 

Ancient Greek and Roman cultures. 
Ø Students will understand the varying philosophies such as equality and democracy are easier in thought 

than in practice. 
 
Technology Infusion	
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning 

plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications 
to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to 
solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a 
summary of the results 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the 
process, and explain the report results. 

 
Standards Addressed:  WHST.6-8.10 RH.6-8.2 RH.6-8.4-5 6.2.8.B 6.2.8.C 
	
Differentiation 
Approaching: Modify level of questioning, extended wait time, visual cues and manipulatives, oral 
responses, collaborative role play, shortened guided assignments, repetition and recall, collaborate with 
higher level learners 
 
Above: Increase complexity of questioning, detailed written journal entries, compare and contrast key 
ideas and concepts, lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions, create authentic 
projects, collaborative role play, compose an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Discussions 
Ø Projects  
Ø Literary Task Analysis Prompts  

 



21st Century Learning Connection 
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 

 
 
Unit 4 – Expanding Encounters and Exchanges:  West African Kingdoms & The Middle 
Ages   
Unit 4 8-10 Weeks    
 
In this unit, all students will acquire the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value 
diversity and promote cultural understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that 
are inherent in living in an interconnected world.  Students will learn about the emergence of empires 
(i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, 
cultural exchanges, new technologies, urbanization, and centralized political organization. They will 
engage with primary and secondary resources to discover about the rise and spread of new belief 
systems unified societies, but they also became a major source of tension and conflict.  Finally, while 
commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth and opportunities for the empires, 
students will learn that most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 

 
Essential Questions 

Ø How do our interpretations of past events inform our understanding of cause and effect, and continuity 
and change, and how do they influence our beliefs and decisions about current public policy issues? 

Ø How can the study of multiple perspectives, beliefs systems, and cultures provide a context for 
understanding and challenging public actions and decisions in a diverse and interdependent world? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 

Ø Students will understand that the emergence of empires (i.e., Asia, Africa, Europe and the 
Americas) resulted from the promotion of interregional trade, cultural exchanges, new technologies, 
urbanization, and centralized political organization. 

Ø Students will analyze that the rise and spread of new belief systems unified societies, but they also became 
a major source of tension and conflict. 

Ø Students will be able to explore that while commercial and agricultural improvements created new wealth 
and opportunities for the empires, most people’s daily lives remained unchanged. 
 
Technology Infusion	
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

 
8.1.8.A.2 Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning 

plan, business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications 
to be critiqued by professionals for usability. 

8.1.8.A.3 Use and/or develop a simulation that provides an environment to 
solve a real world problem or theory. 

8.1.8.A.4 Graph and calculate data within a spreadsheet and present a 
summary of the results 

8.1.8.A.5 Create a database query, sort and create a report and describe the 



process, and explain the report results. 
 
Standards Addressed:  WHST.6-8.10 RH.6-8.2 RH.6-8.4-5 6.2.8.B 6.2.8.C 
	
Differentiation 
Approaching: Modify level of questioning, extended wait time, visual cues and manipulatives, oral 
responses, collaborative role play, shortened guided assignments, repetition and recall, collaborate with 
higher level learners 
 
Above: Increase complexity of questioning, detailed written journal entries, compare and contrast key 
ideas and concepts, lead a small group discussion using higher order thinking questions, create authentic 
projects, collaborative role play, compose an alternative ending 
 
Assessments 

Ø Performance Based Assessments 
Ø Discussions 
Ø Projects  
Ø Literary Task Analysis Prompts  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically and systematically about how past 
interactions of people, cultures, and the environment affect issues across time and cultures. Such 
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions as socially and ethically responsible 
world citizens in the 21st century. 

 


